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RISING TIDE OF RACISM 
AGAINST TRAVELLER 
COMMUNITY 


PAUL DONOVAN looks at the continuing racism being 
di rected toward the travelling community and some hopeful 
signs Hist things maybe about to change lor the better 


RACISM AGAINtST lffeh Traveller* and 
Gypsies seems lobtiCridre increase if 
ervL-rcts of IV past few WC^ks are much to 
•gpb}\ 

At rifle in wi Sus-SBi, in efl^gy nf a 
caravan with p*tores of TrjvrTfejsoei the 
enftside was pei?hcd Lnrfi? t fire as part of 
fetal crifebratiotM. tft*W had been prob- 
lems between lx*1 people and Traveller* 
camped in (he vicinity pvnrt' 
months. At aW*rby Lewes the local j 
bum ifi effigy Of the Ttpc every yeap. 

"There- scorns robe a wider fav* tjiyre 
of ajiti-Catiulfeisnri, *11 happening unde; 
the uratahfriL eyiped the Mt( -Sussex mu- 
iMbiilaiy h it wpuld bo inhjrtstiiq Id 
klV>W their view on race crime,' said 
fatJwr Joe Brown of tiwCwhoik Church's 
Traveller Chaplaincy. There need Gs be 
slops lafecn GO mn; that this yvw WBI 
never be repeated, - 

Tbr Irish death* in custody gmup 
CEAST h*S tikewed the burning of tin- -fti i- 
fprs In Fltif 6& "(he dim burning carried 
Ait by the- RKJi in Ameiian stiies during 
life- Bfetf, peoples fight fpr ddl FifiJitS-dui^ 
Lug the lSWs. - _ 

f-dirte i-i people nave now been -srteri- 
«d by Rcfk* iri rtrinection with the 

action* at Flrtt- 

Then hard on the hoehof Ihe blatant 
rwffl of Plffe Wine a report itim the 
Nfffonel Farmers Union declaring 
Tnvtitars to be 'rural mdlawV who mat 
PstoWtS C1Q0 iStiUkm. The repent claimed 
Lh*i Ktne fafrtferS SJtired mon; than £5500 
on dean upfOtts, Mt>re than 20 percent of 
Ihe Z TOO (a men questioned in the survey 
<H«nicd toktoY been victimsof physical 
threats whale over halF had equipment 
stolen. 

The IVTU in reality seem lo have cob* 
bled togrthcr some rather ‘■purirnj’ facts to 
present th*m*rlvec as the Wt* 1 ** “We 
haven't Men any evidence to back up the 
figure*. They refer to illegal »d K**L 
Trawl few bid tow there is jw such tiring 
wanBkgaHJ-melkf,' said Fr Brown. 
"TTrew commenli acre not hdptoL esprdah 
ly made in such an irJlonoutocy way 
They should engage with the relevant peo- 
ple before making such aocusatiora, - 

Terry Steward the co-Ordinator cf 
CfsAKT, beifeve* the attitudes betrayed in 
the NFU report du vetuil with the actions 
taken at Fide. The attitude of the farmer* 
portrayed in the report lead Ip actions ilkc 
those at Tide. Stewart though, decs not 
believe dial the MRJ report h In anyway 
reprerenlativE of rural altitude* generally. 
Talk Ip some of tiiy Travelling rorpairii- 
and m/wlrer rtWJ CM «Jt alfegelh- 
f«l wndi« wilh wholt- nirtfl 
e « ntnin d tt«t often turning against them, 
while the police Stand by - slow to react bo 
Math abuse, It is notable that it look dike 
than t «e week* fee Boise*. rebec to nuke 
*rre*t* reusing to Ihe fit I# incident. The 

■jfeuurse is had the SI cry net been 
i lined in the media would the Sussex 
Police have acted at dll? 

TV ultimate nulrunte df what hap- 
pe-fts vvhett racist attitudes like those du- 


ruty un-d, 

arTheyi 



John Delaney 

Andrew Ryder, the chairman of thy 
Traveller Lave Kef Cm CcoLtior, hat been 
trying In ppwMC recccmli Jtksn between 
the tocal MStJed Population and people in 
Plrt*. "Vile iae hrtn Jecfdnj for cotraror. 
gr-rtemd. meeting Travel Irw and arranging 
mRbhgd With me loca] MT Nomun 
S-uftef ^H'jdwA'-r 

Ryder has Lttla tlnw- fye die 5TFL' 
npbrt which he describes as "irreeponu-- 
bile," He Vlievea, that mdi an sll-cicetad, 
CCtid report simply undeimmes file credu 
bi lift- id the \TD. 

YVcmne McNamara of the Baynl Irish 
AdviSCry Service Travelleet P&sjecl, 
be Lievcs reonVI evovti show haw bid 
tiiinp haw got for the TrudV egammjriJ- 
ty. The "Travriless are incredibly 
Cirri ired. If there had been the efflfpen of 
tour Wadi people put hUo the fireat Flrte 
there w mdd rightly have b«n habkm*1 
hea dimes. Travellere ire strand 4*SS-0i tr- 
ims so- receive lhas trv,irnn-rit.' said 
McN-urjia. 

She believes that the politician.* and 
polkc h«we to cahe nspenaibility tor the 
situation and address it in a bold mma 

Labour MF Kevin. Mehianumc who is 
di-Ufman of the AB Party rariLmintary 
CtOup On Travellert Law Reform 
■ AFPfcrTLRl beLievei attacks like those a/I 
Farit! and from the NFU dicnv "the- raw 
rxrn- e of radst britajr. " 

"HwM md dents underline what I and 
my PtriiMn/tntary Codc^ua in the 
Al'FtTL-R have been pnsiing lor. rjirw-Ly 
i reccgnilicm uf die challnsgea facing 
Irivdlm and fhe Differing, owned to- the 
misumfeislarulirig* cf «ro « IP tiwtr way 
of life/ said McNamara. 

McNamara believe* Out It k the i 
ferns of aciooaifldahoB and <Jf\gomg ■ 
<siiwwti«i that awed to be given priority 
by gcvfrmwient, 

Under the Can vam Sicea Act 3963 
I'M* I authorities had to make riles and 
facilities available its Travelfei crsTununJ - 
ts« to access, Thl* fight w*s reversed with 
Ihe CiMril lattice and Public Order Act 
1994, t^en before the C'JPCA though many 
bcal authorities did not comply with the ‘ 
few rtgwdtog the prevision of Sites. The 
re&dt of the OFOAhas been that 
Traveller* finish, up in a stale Cf perpetual 


wUI de liberately toil to-colfed refuse from 
TrasuOtf fiieA admvine it to build up 
thereby ensuring that tire TranrLfer eo<n- 
munJty eotufecto to the popuiar stereotype 
lhat TnwttfefS arc dirty and imheJthy 
Picsma; then tHllUs from (he settled pppo- 
latkn to morec them 

A recent gen vm intnt initiative has 
enabled Travettct groups Id buy tt*ir own 
rites unH»hr ptivalbatkin nf rile png vision 
bait ag*in (he undalyipg racial prejiudiw b 
evidwf with 90 per rent of pla tyring per- 
mhrion apptsetitio™ beipg rpkratd, For the 
reitfed population there is usually in -90 
per rent approval rate for planning pcfntis- 
jicji apphraiirew 

Travellers alw half problems gettir^j. 
Cit CP i w ai ting. 1M*. 

"Esifty piece of gptreffllriWffl feg^-lation 
toff TtoVeOers nraiei in the (*rcn of Oiminal 
law. There tre -int-jociai fanulfes on *v*ty 
houslrtg-eswte but (he estate- Is nefekwed 
down tot that reason. Vrt that l-s what hap 
pn* when there L* one disruptive Tti Vrlicr 
family tit i community. - said Ft Brown. 

lhtit4HtoiviiDiDti«(tlHfutv 
on fete] authority* to- Lau prhfe store 
re*tcm3. The Sofed CommJrleii on the 

Office cf Sw Cfeputy FriGM Minister cBtmt- 
1y tecEmanreided. dw teintitidmaiOrt fif 
jtaftutefy du(y rei 1«4 (wdieqitiM to 
'make' or 'fetiJItafy' lj» pro vision Of SltoS 
tor Cypjfe* and " H««Kh d«W 

tot ihe Office of (he Otputy Prinw Mish(yf 
fcnuid there needed to W 1W0 hfw utys 
set up over tire-nett five year* to meet 
•denund. 

The Traveller Law Retonn Coalition 
together with ihe Commisricei tor Radal 
Equallly and tire biititule few PtibHc Pcdfey 
Brsearth 0PPR) have f-csene togetiKT to 
campalgji tor anrendmentt to 4* upcem- 
Lri.g Uc-uiirig Bill iai cede r to gain reccpu- 
tifen tor Travdfers. At present the draft 
BoiSriflg fell OSriUirtl rto tnenlticei of the 
trade f« Tftvtliier s *ii». ]uliu MOrgfev 
Ljbrou Mf for Cardid 1 Nortii and (he- vice 
chair of the AB Farly Parliamentary Group 
for Traveliers Law Reform, will serit to | 
-irrienifmBita to the Hcussng Bil 
TVhS dtinfe the same of aceommodatton Mat 
-the heart nf much of the preju d loc an! 
exclusion, from which Trav rl I c rs Miflcr. if 
-that can be addrenaod thrir equality status 
-tori be improved-' aaid Heaven Criw fey, 
asaocia tc director of tire 1PP1L 

Mam' cf the amendments IWnJih! *rf 
likeh" tc ccnre hum the TraveUm Law 
Rcfcam Bill lTLRB> which wts Untiridvwd 
in June- by David Atkinson, the 
Ccmscrvative MPfcw Bowncmorith- TSic 
WU foil hui K is- hope to itfipk'tfieffl mahy of 
St? proi-lrion? IbKKlgh * variety cf Irgir-l j- 
liCWi be&firtirig with, the Housing Bill 

So mere is a growing awareness of tire 
ph^ht ri Tr.v- elk-n in the wider communi- 
ty. L-vcn fhe NFU report recc®itiiird. dhc 
rued fee ssi« to by provided, fmpcirtaiit 
trorol devtlppncnti sudi « the cuilitkHS 
roenlng together to lobby cm the Housing 
li-ii end Uio Fwliamewiary kbby groups 
shf'W not Orly * growing a wuctics* cf tin- 
phghl HjfTraveBtt* but abo of thr Ccentnu- 




